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Editorial:
We would Bke o express our plaasant feslings in
welcoming you to our isi issue of SOLOK- a
bi-monthly development newsletier of Gana Unnayan
Koendra (GUK). By this issues of ihe newsleber we
intand io hawe the opporunity to share our leameng,
best praclices, significant achievemenis and
outstanding axamples from our programs and progacts
as well, We axpect thal it would be enjoyabde for the
devalopment praciitionars and readers. Previously we
published our newsletter as Unniyan Probabo and
latar in course of Hme we renamed it as GLIK Mews for
long time. Mow we are going 1o publish it again as
S0OLOK that means rural light. It I8 8 local language
thal reral people freguently use, As we are working
with rural disadvantaged people for their
socio=pconomic light, we have chosen the nama for
our bimanthly newslattar.

This issue addresses our involvemeants in the light of
progresslve  manner  highlighting  employment
apporunity creafion through skill developmesnt,
capacity bullding In different technlcal sactors,
outstanding role of youth in prolosting  sexual
harassmant, contineous advancament towands
dovelopmant of GUK, inspiration and wplifing of
persons  with  disablities  (PWDs) through
mfracwmicular actvities. right o information and ibs
affectivanass, uncovering pubScation evant kmpalling
uniled affort in prodecting human right. accompany with
one beon rsing, & ghobal campalgn to take aciion fo
siop wviolence against women, exchange visit of
arganizational delegaiion, obeervation of Natonal and
Infernational Day, barmier frese access 1o Children with
Disabdity (CWDs), effort to address the Impact of
cliimate change, disaster preparedness and ibs
managament. humanitarian acommiabllity parnership,
campaign in demanding climaie change, fair prioe of
agro-products and sustainabla livellhood, seres of
sducational achievemenis and practioss, Fvelihoods
supports, research and nnovation, visliors to GUK
during last sewaral months.

Above all, we #ke to express our cordial
acknowladgemant and thanks to all our donars and
resource sharing partners for ectending their
continuous cooparation for the ballerment of poor and
disadvanteged people. Wa ke (0 convey our
gratefulness to all collsagues and siaff of diferent
projecis and programmes for their efforts in bringing
aul this newsletier,

Thank you so much for boing with us.

if you have any COMTers oF SUgesios reganding
puzh your mal fo gukgaibendhaigmal.com, or fo
documantmion.gukiE grrall com, wo would be happy i
racehing your construchive responsa,
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It's Time to Make Firm Promize: We Must
Stop Domestic Viclence

Inlernational Women Day was observed on March
B, 2013 aimed al siopping domestic violenoce
through making fifm promise together by Gana
Unnayan Kendra (GUEK), Gaibandha District

Paribarik MNiraton Probirodh Jote and  District
Samajik Uddokla Dal. This memorable day of
wemen liberabon and equity of men and waomen
fram patrarchic exploitalion and perseculion s
passing 102 years of ils relentless journey,

Like every year this significant day observed by
Gana Unnayan Kendra with solemn almosphens
taking different programs like inspirational cultural
function, enlighiening candle, making promise of
breaking silence followed by a colorful rally. An
inepifng cultural funclion started at the platomm of
Gaibandha Municpal Shahesd Minar on March 7,
2013 at 9 pm on the occasion af Intemational
Women Day, Mr. AKM Makhidul Islam, disine Police
Super, Gaibandha opened the silence breaking
promise program through lighting candle al 1201
AM. Afterwards, a ocolorful rally started from
independence square in the moming of March 8,
2013 and moved through diferent roads and ended
al Zila Parisad Hall.

Then a discussion meeling was held on the
significance of the Women Day in asditorium whene
Dr. Hazi Anwarsl Hague delversd his speech as a
chiel guest. Among other speakers who delvered
their speeches respeciively M, Abdus Salam, Chief
Executive ol GUK, Abu Bakkar Sidique, district
Secratary of Awami League, Jahurul Quaium, Vies
Principal, Abu Zatar Sabu, district Press Club

Sacratary, Golam Maruf Mona, Waziur Rahaman
Rafel, Salina Farven Runu eic. Reprasentathwa from
Galhandha District Parlbarik Mirjaion Protirodh Jote

e

and District Samalik Uddokta Dal, teachers &
siudents, NG0s, Upazila and district adminisiration
with many others diferent professions of sochaty
participated In observing the remarkable day
spontaneousty.

District Administration Visited Life
and Livelihood of Poor Char People

An excaptional visit schedula undartaken by District
and Sadar Upazila adminlstration where Dr,
Anwarul Haque , DC, Galbandha planned and
directed fo fact-finding visit to oversea the life and
livellnood of Kunderpara chars poor people at
Kamarjani Unlon of Galbandha Sadar an March 25,
2013 supported by Gana Unnayan Kandra,
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High officials of District and Sadar Upazila
administration |ointly stayed there and observed
keenly the lvellhood pattermns of poor char dwellars
and thelr way of developing lvalihood reslilance,
Aftarwards, @ sharing meating presided over by DC
hedd In Kunderpara Academy ground whera the
poar river |sland char people ralsed their different
problems  simultanecusly and officlals  also
delivered their speech relating the demands of poor
people. The meeting also addressed among by
othera respeciively Abu Bakkar Sidiqua, ADC,
Maminur Rashid, Sadar UNO. Abu Jafar Sabu,
Galbandha Press Club Secratary, M. Abdus Salam,
Chief Executive, GUK, Abul Mangur, Upazila
anglnear, Abu Suflan, Asslstant Commissloner and




Executive Magistrate, Makfurul Hassan Abbasl,
Saker Sahkduzzaman, Sakmal Hossain, Kamarjan|
UP Chalrman, Hamida Begum,

Shahina Begum and Nazma khatun of Mollar Char.
A large number of Char men and women and
school students participated In the opinion sharing
maating. At last, a pleasant cultural function was
rendered by Baul (spirtual zong) arist groups from
Balashi ghat, Gaibandha.

Women Fair: Focusing Prospect
and Development of Womean

Upholding the prospectus and development of
women, 2 daylong Women Falr held at Al Wahed
High School flald of Malbad under Galbandha
Sadar Upazlia for jointly crganized by Al- Wahed
High School and Samalilk Uddokta Dal, Malibarl.
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T | M Wajmul Huda, local UP Chaimman presided
ovear the falr which was opened by a distingulshed
education acholar of Galbandha Ms. Firaza Bagum,
Apart from this, other speakers wens respectivaly
the representalives of Al-Wahed| High Schoal

Samajlk Uddokta Dal, GUK and Steps towards
Development. The same pattern of fair also
organized at Boall Unlon of Galbandha Sacdar
fecusing women's posaibliity and developmeant.

Workshop on Community Based
Climate Change Adaptation and DRR

In arder to find out the way to aval govemment
resources especlally for vulnerable community
people, GUK organized workshop on community
baged climate adapiation and DRR with the
objectives to share the good praciices of

community led resllence bullding and exiting gaps
of local rigk governance to sensitize the local
government ine departments and pollcy maker as
wall as to mobllize local level civil soclety,

NGOg, joumalists, networks and community people
to avall local level recourses. The workshop was
inaugurated by Mr. Hablbur Rahman, honourable
DC of Kurigram while Mr, Abdul Khalag Shak and
Mz, Tajmin Mahar, Upazila Chahalman in charge
and Vice Chahalman of Rowmarl, Mr. Abdul
Hannan, UND of Rowmarl, M Abdus Salam, Chiaf
Executive of GUK also present., Under
REE-CALL-Resillance thraugh Econamic
Empowerment, Climate Adaptation, Leadership and
Learning Project, the opening sesslon of the
waorkshop starmed with the welcoming speech of
Chief Executive of GUK. Honourable DG conmvenad
all the participants to be sensitized and responsive
iowards the service delivery far the poor communlity
peaple. A detalled presantation on the progress of
the project rendered to the particlpants.

Regional Meeting of Human Right
Forum at Gaibandha

Human Right Reglonal Meseting of Rangpur and
Ra|shahi divislon held on March 30, 2013 at Library
Room of Gana Unnayan Sangtha [GUK) at
Mashratpur, Galbandha whare human rights
activists of Galbandha, Mogaon and Joypurhat
disiricts atiended. Rhymester Abu Jafor Sabu,
Convener of Galbandha District Human Right




Forum and District Press Club Secretary presided
cver the meeting where M. Abdus Salam, Chief
Executive of GUK delvered welcoming speech at
the outset.

The meeating also addressed among by othars Aftab
Hosgain, PM of GUK and Member Secretary of
Galbandha District Human Right Forum, Advocale
Anlg Mostafa Toton, Minu Ranl Mohonta, and Kaz|
Abdul Knhalek. Issue based repors were prasented
by Shamim Al Sammay, Mahafu| Farugquea, Dr. Amal
Chandra Barman and Dipak Kumar Paul. Billal
Khashru, PM of Aln o Salish Kendra facilitaled the
function. Review was also made on the district wise
published report of Human Right Situation Report of
2012. Gulding dizcussion was alzo made on district
wala Human Right Siluation Report in next year.
GUK organized the meating by the support of by
Aln o Salish Kendra,

Press Confereance on the Demands
to Ensure Rights of Disabled
Persons

GUK organized Press Conference an March 21,
2013 aimed at enhancing access of dizabled
perzons o different services of sarvice dallvary
organizations to ensure rights of disabled persons
supported by Manuser Jonny Foundation (MJF)
and CDD. In fact, there are very few inltlatves of
Implementation of disabled welfare Interventlons
though the subject of gatting right for the disabled
peracns mentienad In the paper of government and
non-governmeant organizations. Conzequently, a
remarkable part of total population of the couniry
being disabled coukdnt able to participate acthely
in the development process of the soclety and
country, Aftab Hossaln, PM of GUK ralsed the
progress of Implemented programmes of
Galbandha Sadar and Fulcharl Upazita through a
written speech In Conferance. At this tima,
journalists, reporter, press men of Galbandha and
representatives of GUK and disabled group were
presant thare,

on Sunday at Gaibandha Union Parisad
compound of Mallkar Unlon under Galbandha

Sadar Upazila, Different professional persons of
soclety and teachers and learmners of different
educational Instiivtes participate and organize
colorful rally parading main roads of the digtrict at
the beginning of the opening day. Dlscussion
meeting and extempore speech competition of the
sludants held on this occasion. Publicity stalls also
opanad at unlon Parisad ground

Employment Opportunity Created
for Extreme Poor Families

Maonth-long skill development training compledion of
14th batch on Garmenis and Shoe making at GUK
Institute of Enginearing and Technology Training
Cantar, Nashratpur, Gaibandha under Reducing
Extrema Poor by Skills Developmeant on Garments
Project supported by Stimulating Household
Improvemants Resulting in Economic
Empowermant (shirea} and DFID successfully
accomplished on January 31, 2103, 50 youths who
ara jobless from axtreme poor families of 10 Unions
under Sader Upazila of Galbandha district attandad
in this training course. Training complation and
cartificate distribution caremony was presided over
by M Abdus Salam, Chief Executive of GLUIK while
the Chisf Guest was Dr. Quazi Ancwarul Hague
and Mr. Mamunur Rashid, UNG of Sader Upazila
and Mr. Abu Jafor Sabu, General Secratary of
Gaibandha Prass Club were present as Special
Guasts. Mr. Wajed Mia, Administrative Officar of




A A Yarn Colton Mils Ltd with many othaers
respected people of Gaibandha district were also
presant in this evenl.

Organization is being extanding respective training
gupparts 1o create employment opporiunity for 1180
youths who are genarally jobless from axtreme poor
families o gel invalve with Oven Garments and
Apex Adelchi Footwear Ltd as machine operator.
Through the project Reducing Extrerme Poor by
Skilks Developmeant on Garmants, GUK aorganized
internship opportunity at  different Garmenis
Factory and Apex Lid, in and around Dheka city for
mext hwo months, Al tha first slage, they are trained
on different garments technology including
slitching and sewing, box plate, bullon plate and
plain stitching of shoe and gluing afc. At the
second stage, during intermship skills and learming
heve been increased in respective areas by
praclical operation. Till dale, B58 youths have
successfully completed both stages of the
initiatives and working in different established
Garmanis and Apex Adelchi Ltd.

United Voice of Youth In Protesting
Sexual Harassment at Gaibandha

Two daylong campaign and fair of youth students
in protest agains! sexual harassment stan formally
on Sunday at Gaibandha Union Parsad
compound of Malibari Union under Gabandha
Sadar Upazila. Different professional parsons of
gociely and leachers and learners of differant
educational institutes parlicipate and organize
colorful rally parading main roads of the disirct al
the baeginning of the opening day. Discussion
meeling and exlempone speach compelition of the
students hald on this occasion. Publicity stalls also
opaned al union Parisad ground. Then a subject
based discussion held under the president ship of
Sajjadur Rahaman Saju, the convenar af Union
Social Entrepreneur group in which the speakers
ware respaclively TIM Najmul Huda Badal,

AbuZafarSabu, Gaibandha district press club
secrelary and M. Abdus Salam Lhe Chiel Execulive
of Gana Unnayan Kendra. Apart from this, the
other discussants were leachers, sludents and
guardians 8s Abdul Mannan,Naya Mia, Sunti Rani
Pal, Lipi Akhtar, Mejbaul Hassan. In this, the
students kachuar khamar, Mursidarbazar,

Khidirsarif Al Oahidia of Malibari Union, Nandan
Shangha of kabiler Bazar and students of Birprotik
Taraman Bibi Anandolok Biddyaboy, The 2nd day
of this program concluded with art competition,
experence sharing, discussion meeling, video
show and culiural function. 2 daylong programs
werg aleo organized by Malibar student volunisers
and Union social enfrepreneur group supported by
GUE, Steps towards Development and Gaibandha
Devalopmant Mabwork.

GUK with Development Endeavours
for 28 Years

Gana Unnayan Kendra (GUK), a non-govermment
dewvelopment organization working in the northam

part of Bangladesh has passed 28 years with
succassful  implementation of series of
development endevours and stepped forwarded in
29 years celebrating the anniversary of its
aestablishmant on January 01, 2013. Emearged in
1985 with the commitment to do betterment of
poor people, GUK has established as people’s
walfare organization carmying out development
endeavours including women ampowermaent,
livelinood developmeant, education development of
children and disabded and dizaster preparedness
and managament areas. Organization started MNew
Yeaar 2013 articulating its commitment agan on the

.‘

day towards undertaking tangible interventions for
the peocple. To celebrate the day, organization
enjoved with cake, memonal discussion, paying
way one day salary from the staff members to the
cold affected people. At the awvaning hour, a
cultural function alsc held to celebrate the day at
GUK Head Office, Mashratpur, Gaibandha. Mr. M.
Abdus Salam, Chief Executive and Founder of the
organization and Ms. Shamima Mahmuda
Yaasmin, mambar of Ganaral Committea [(GC)
inaugurated the occasion by cutting the cake. At
this time, mambars of Executive Committes (EC),
Genaeral Committea (GC), different siaff members
participated in this event Besides this, district
officea of GUK at Rangpur, Milphamar and
Kurigram also celebrated the establishmeant

saparatedy.




Annual Sports for Person with

Disabilities (PWDs)

Annual Sports of Person with Disabilitiss (PWDs)
2012 celsbrated at the ground of Islamia High
School, Gaibandha where about ¥ hundred PWDs
from T upazilas of Galbandha district participated.
The ewvent was organized by Gana Unnayan
Kandra (GUK) with the financial supports of Center
for Disability in Development (CDD), Manusher
Jonno Foundstion {MJF) and Lilian Fonds. Tha
event was imaugurated by Dr Kazi Anowarul
Hagque, honourable Deputy Commissloner of
Galbandha district whila Mr. Mamunur Rashid,

Upazila Mirbahi Officer of Galbandha Sader, M
Abdus Salam, Chisf Executive of GUK and Mr
Abu Jafor Sabu, General Secretary of Galbandha
Press Club complemented. There wera 63 types of
sports successfully organized for 700 PWDs. At
the end of the sports, Mr. Sahidur Rahmamn,
Deputy Director of Social Welfare Department of
Gaibandha district distributed the prizes among
the winners.

Right to
Gaibandha

Gana Unnayan kendra and its wings Pally Tathaya
o Projukti Charcha Kendra (HUB) and Diat jointhy
organized workshop for officers to provide
information to the people yesterday on Thursday
supporied by Manusher Jonmey Foundation and
Fair Price International. Responsible officers
joined this workehop for providing information of
government and non-government development
organization. Aftab Hosssin, Programme Manager
opengd the workshop. Gobindalal Das and Abu
Zafar Sabu, Presidemt and Genral Secretary of
Gaibandha Press Club and BMamunur Rasid, UKD
of sader were presant as guests. Atika Bimte Baki,
Deputy Director of D-Met performed as a facilitator.
The paricipators in the open discussion were
respectively Amal Kumar [Das, BRAC
representative, Mostafizur Rehaman, Chief of
Save the Genesis and Anannya Shaha, Program
Associate of DMet. Representstives of 25
organizations joined the workshop.

Information Workshop at

Human Right Situation Report Galbandha 2012 Releasod
United Effort Mesaded In Protecting
Human Right

Uncovering cereamony of the Publication on
Hurman Right Situation in Gaibandha-2012 fruitfully
hald at District Sillpakawla Academy on February
20, 2013 demanding protest against human right
whera Advocate Sultana Kamal, Ex-Advisor of
Caretaker Government of Bangladesh and Chief
Executive of Am o Salish Kendra [(ASK) and a
distinguished human right activist told that any
imcident of terrorism cannot be considered as
violation of human right rather getting real justice
i= a subject matter of human right She
emphasized upon heavy-duty united effort neaded
in protecting human right. The event was presided
ower by Mr. Abu Zafar Sabu, Convener of
Gaibandha District Human Right Forom and
recognized Journalist and a Rhymestr while tha
Chief Guest was Advocate Sultana Kamal, the
Ex-Advisar and Executive Direclor of Aln o Salish
Hendra (ASK). Special Guesis wera respectively
Dr. Kazi Anwarul Haque, Deputy Commissionar
(DC) of Gaibandha district, Saneiva Fahim Ansari,
Deputy Direclor of ASK and M. Abdus Salam,
Chief Executive of Ganana Unnayan Kendra
(GUK). The evenl was addressed among by
others like K M Rezaul Hague, Farhad Abdullah
Harun Bablu, Mozammed Hagque Mondol, Mira
Hazssam, Saiful Alam Saka, Kazi Abdul Khalek,
Minu Rand Mohanta, Hasina Joarder and Dr, Armal
Chandra Barman. Paopla from diffarent
professions including palitical leadens, human rdght
and development activists, teachers, joumalists
and women leaders attended in this eveni
cohearently.

Human right review repord contains districl's law
and order situation, domestic visdence, education,
hzalth, agriculture, social safety, legal
managameant, lagal aid and human rights of ethnic
pople of this distict. The ncidents of Killing and
domestic wviolence happened comparably more
rmentioned in 2012 than previous year, In ibe year
2012, 83 murders and 316 domestic violence
occurred in this distfict along with numbers of
raping incidents occumed that is mome than 2011.
Apar from this, procrastinations of court cases,
reluctance of providing legal aid of police,
terrorism, forcible grabbing tendency increased



comparably. The people of this district are
deprived due to crisis of physicians and medicines
and mismanagemant of government hospitals. In
the same way, the students are also baeing
deprived on accoun! of coaching commearce,
private tuition trend and umeillingness of quality
leaching of leachers in the classas. The specific
recommendations are raised in the published
report 1o develop human right silualion. The
Human Right Situation Report Gaibandha 2012 is
lormally publizhed for the first time al Gaibandha
by the joint collaboration of Ain o Salish Kendra
(ASK) and Gana Unnyana Hendra (GUK). The
evant announced that this report will be published
at the end of each year in a regular bagis.

OME BILLION RISING WITH ENTHLSIASM
Dedicated Promise to Stop Violence
against Women

Gana Unnayan Kendra (GUK) accompanied with
global campaign on Febreary 14, 2013 VDAY's
15th anniversary in solidarity wilh the Intarmalional
Movement to end viclence against womean., ONE
BILLION RISING is GLOBAL call lo aclion for
walkout, dance and rise up and demand io end
viglenos afains! womean, | was an celebrabion o
dance in the stresis, reining perspective wvoices
leaving offices, homes and daily routines to join in
a POWERFUL act of REFUSAL to let the viclence
eonlinue. In this respect, GUK organized Human
Chain to Stop Violence against Women whare
hundreds of people parlicspated with commitmeant
and enthusiasm. With the slogan “silence about
violence: o mone, no more” people from all walks
of life stood steady through the chain at DB road of
Gaibandha main town. Reprasentatives of GUK
and different professionals incleding teachers,
sludenis, businessmen, cullural and social
activists, local slected bodies, civil sociaty

accompanied through this movement. The chain
demonstrated the meeds to challenge patriarchal
mindzel, myths and misconceptions especially ©
chalange violence against woman.

M. Abdus Salam, Chief Executive of GUK
delivered speeach In the chain and emphasized o
make solidarity with the day being observed
Ihroughoul the word and inviled all people 1o be
unitad against gender violance. Beasides, Anjum
Mahed choudhury, Director of GUK, Farhad
Abdullsh Harnun Bablu, Vice Presidant, Gaibandha

digtrict Awami League, Asadul Hague, Head
Teacher, Jahurul Quaivm, Vice Principal, Rikio
Proghad, Sirin Akler Liza, Golam Marul Mona,
Sajeda Parvin Runu and Mausher Alom also
expressed iheir solidanty with this mowvemeant and
took part in the speach delivery.

International
Observed

Like every year, Gana Unnayan Kendra [GLK)
observed Imtermational Mother Language Day on
Fabruary 21, 2013 with due respac] and integrily. A
morning fermy with the membears of GUK famillies
starled at GUK Branch office al V-aid road and
moved through the main roads of Gabandha towm.
Tha moving peole tendered flowers in Saheed
Minar of Gaibandha municipality along with
presanting rencwned song Amar Vier Rokle
Rangano with marny othars country songs.

Mother Language Day

Besides, Inlemational Mother Language Day also
observed as wall as followead together in Rangpaur,
Kurigram, Nilpharmarn and Lalmanirhal districls,

Kurigram-Sirajgonj Nou Jatra

Campaign in Demanding Climate Justice, Fair
Price of Agro-Products and Sustainable
Livelihood

Gradually Bangladesh s becoming more vielims of
climate change efeclts. Vanous type of disaster
are common phenomenon of this area, but now a
davs disaster schedule, paltem, pause lime and
vplume have changed negatively. Unusual
drought, flash and late foods with many olhers
natural uncertainty and unprediclabilily ana




causing lol of losses for marginal, small farmers
almost in every year. They losa everything. They
sow plants and crops that grabbed by the flood.
Again and again they become the cruel victims of
nalural calamities. Though they produce
something with thair hardship, they get very unjust
price of their producls. In this way producers
become vulnerable day by day emptying their
allermalive oplions 1o survive as well. Under

&L

Raising Peoples Voice for Comprehensive
Agrarian Reform Programme & Climate Justice
Project GUK is working as lead organizalion
among 13 members in CSRL-Chars Campaign
Group. Demanding climate juslice, fair price af
agro-producis and sustainable development of
char people, GUK organized an invenlive
Campaign Programmea. NOU JATRA, 20086
jpurnay by boal from
Kurigram-Gaibandha-Sirajgan) in mid-Movembar
2012, According o some rencwned climate
scientist's opinion, 16% of the southam part of
Bangladesh mighl be inundaled by sea waler
within 2050 and mora than @ milkon pecple will ba
displaced would be unable to find cul any way 1o
sUrvive. In ‘thIE mapect GUK's own invantivea
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utilize recycling matenals like empty plastic boitla.
2400 empty plastic bollle wniled togelher stalked
into 4 layers cowvared by a wooden sheet with 1
feel soil where placed green garden, & hut and a
toiet for future bottle boat home movable has
moved away from Kurigram o Sirajgon] o
damonsirate the altermative idea of floating housa
for ihe riverine people, By a handsome inawgural
caramaony of NOU JATRA started in the moming of
Movember 14' 2012 on a slage made by 6 boals
wheara Hon'ble Deputy Commissioner of Kurigram
Mr. Habibur Rahman, Police Super of Kurigram
Mr. Mahbubar Rahman, respactive Upazila Mirbahi
Officer of Kurigram Sader and President of Press

movement consists of dissemination of leaflels on
climaie change; climate focused folk songs and
drama preseniation, several interaction and
interviews with local peocple at different Bandar
and ghat, arl compeltition on dizasler for school
children etc. Point wise respective represeniatives
and elecied bodies of UP, UPZ and District
Administration level were present and took part in
the discussion on climale chanpe..

*Tha campaign issues are my issue, char dwallers
issue. Because for years, we am suffaring from
unoerfainty of differend fype of disasters, fammers am
daprivad from fair price; GO-NGD sendoes are very
poor in mmofe arees. S0 come, this is the fme fo wnife
by raiging our voioe to addmess the Ssees.

- Upazia Chairman
Kazipara Upazila, Sirajgonj districl

Advocate Sultana Kamal visits
Kobi Sufia Kamal Anondalok School

Advocate Suftana Kamal, Ex-Advisor of Caratakear
Government of Bangladesh and Chiel Executive of
Ain o E-Ellah Handra {AEH:] hﬂa '.nzutnd Kobi Sufia

She praised lol on the achisvemant of the school,
She damanded rapid justice against those paopls
whio are invalved wilh present buming congpiracy
within the country and against all antihuman
criminals. Al the end, she inviles all studenls 1o
become nspired on the spirt of freedom fight

Spacial Crest Achisvemeant

Kiobi Sufia Kamal Anondalok School established at
Boall union of Gaibdnaha Sader Upazila achieved
honorary crest on the occasion of Mational Victony
Day, December 16, 2013. Students of this school
displayed sxcellance of physical curricular and
gym actvilies at Sah Abdul Hamid Staldium
ground, Gaibandha and won the second prize.

Training for NFPE Teachers

Under the Praject Quality Primary Education for
Childran from Extrems Poor Houssholds in
Bangladesh by the financial suppors of




Organizers in last two maonth of 2013, Later similar
fraining have been offered to 30 teachers of
WFPE. Mr. Samsul Huda, Program Officer of
METZ-Bangladesh faciliiated the  iraining
Programme.

Ekushey Boi Mela

Gana Unnayan Kednra (GUK) participated in
Ekushey Boi Mela at Gaibandha disirict
establishing a Book Stall under Education
Programme. The stall demonsirated 230 kinds of
development books and also demonstrabed
playing materials of different schools of GUK for
the enterlainment of the kids at the fair. Hon'ble
Deputy Commissioner (DC) and Police Supar of
Gaibandha district praised as well during visiling
tha stall.

DISTRIBUTION BY PROJECTS

Gaibandha Food Security Project for Ultra Poor
Woman-FSUP

Some assels become destroyed due to flood and
axtrema cold in 2012 that provided by GUK
through Gaibandha Food Security Project for Lilira
Poor Women. In order to recovar of their loss, the
project newly sslected 1313 beneficiaries for
further assets distribution. by this initiative, at the
end al last year, GUK distributed goal among 754
banaficiares. This year in Fabrueary, 2013 the rest
559 beneficiaries received goal suppors o
recovar their losses. Motable, the project is baing
impleameanted in Gaibandha district by the financial
supports of European Union, ICCO, Light for the
Wiorld and The Leprosy Mission Intermational.

Pathvway from Poverty (PFP-ghiree)

Organization exiended continuous suppors (o
address povarty under Pathway from Powverty
Project supporied by shiree. The project
distributed 60 sheep among 20 houwseholds, 160
chicks to 30 households in last bteo months.
Besides, the project also distributed ferdizers and
compost pit o 372 households and agricullure
ralated equipmeant to 48 families.

Char livelihoods Programme-CLP

Organization extended supports under Chars
Livelihoods Programme (CLP) to the beneficiaries,
Dwring last two months the project distributed
cows 1o 474 HHs, anli-worming supporis o 4209
cows. The project also distributed stipend supports
af monthly 650 taka for each 1o 480 HHs through
its livelihoods development unit. Under primary
health care and family planning, the project offerad

EHPSL Project

To davelop the life and livelihood of 458 group
mambers of 6 Unions under Sundarganj Upazita of
Gaibandha disirict, GUK provided Tk, 53 lac and
48 thousand undar EHPSL Project

freatment suppors o 7259 patents. Besides, he
project extanded homestead raising supports o
201 HHs under infrastructure development and
emeargency financial supports o 2 HHs for
unexpecied burning of thair houses,

FRIENDs Cash for Work
Under the

project Food Securily Response

Initiatives and Efforts for Floods in Morth Western
Districts (FRIENDS) suppaorted by Oxfam-G8, GUK
provided unconditional grants o &7 beneficiaries
who are old aged, disabied, No eaming membens
and widow headed families.

Besides, organization extended cash for work
supports 1o 3371 beneficiaries of Arendabari,
Fazlupur, Uria, Gojaria and Fulchan Unions undar
Fulchari Upazila of Gaibandha digirict. Nolable
that cash flowing have been made direct to the
mobile account of ke beneficiaries through
b-kash.

Chief Executive, Director and Coordinator
Attended Training and Workshop in Abroad

During tast two months Chiel Execulive, Director
and Coordinator (Field Operation) of Gana
Unnayan Kendra (GUK) visited several countries
an behalf of the organization.

M Abdus Saelam, Chief Executive respactively
attended in the workshop al Mirobi of Ken@a on
Market Linkage and at Kathmundu of Mepal on
PPA supported by Christian Ald Bangladesh.

Anjum  Naheed Chowdhury, Direclor of GUK
attended in Sub-regional Annual Conferanca an
"Climale Change lssue and Priorities in South
Asia: Assessment and ideas for future
angagemani heald al Sri Lanka. Besgidas, she
attended the workshop om Gender and
Sustainable Mountain Development in a Changing
World in Thimphu, Vutan.

Mohirul Islam Tushar, Coordinator of GUK visited
ihe paricipatory activites for the development of
lifa and Ivalihood at Bihar of India supported by
Waorld Bank and Binar Governmant.



Oxfam-Novib
Ms. Farah Karimi, Executive Director and Ms.
Marsianmne, Board Member of Oxfam Movib along
with Ms. Asuntha Charles, Associate Country
Director of Oxfam Novib-Bangladesh and Mr.
Jafor, Institutional Funding Officer of Oxfam-Movib
visited GUK's Programme In Movember 03, 2012,

PRIDE project territory of GUK to observe the
NFPE courses, overall progresses especially

livelineods improvements of women and
community based preparedness and adaptation
miachanism.

CLP-DFID and BRAC

Mr. Graham Gas, Livelihood Adviser, Mr, Biswaijit,
Program Manager of DFID, Dr. Morsheda Begum,
Program Manager and Monwar Hossain, P
Officer of BRAC, wvisited Barolkandi vilage of
Gozara union of Fulchar Upazila of

Gaibandha In January 2013 fto observe the
progresses especially under health, agriculiure
and livelioods development activities of CLP.

Christian Ald

Mr. Anugrah, Program Performance Adviscrs, Mr.

Richard Ewbank, Manitroing and Evaluation

Officer and Mr. Ashraf, Program Officer of
- T A1 E

Christian  Aid  hawe visited Ujaldanga and
Mischintapur village of Faziupur union under
Fulchari Upazila of Gaibandha district in Fabruary
12, 2013 to oversea the program perdformance with
gpecial emphasizes to PVCA and resilent

livelihood aspecis of RIVER Project supported by
Chriglian Al Bangladesh,

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Based on lhe leaming, bmilations, basl praclice
and mnovation of different development projects,
GUK has beesn implementing research and
innovative programs. These leaming are being
incorporated in evolving effective planning within
the organization and also being replicated by
others in couniry and abroad. These programs
includes

¥ |nstitute of Developing Economics (IDE)

The programme has been undertaken to assess
the feaszibilty and Dexibility of microcradil
intarvantion depending on the recipients culture
and geographical contesxt,

¥ Char Livelihood Research Project

The programme has been included to assess he
feasibility and flaxibility of livalinood development
intervention especially for assel Iransler in kinds
and cash based on recipients culture and
gecgraphical contexl.

" Ghat Assessment

The exclusive programme has been underlaken (o
Bssess ghat related services and facilibes and
recommend means of improvernant that will lead
to highar economic transactions as well as
improve salely and satisfaction of the ghal users
aspecially the char dwellars.

» IDF Japan & Kopamik

This Iz an excusive
Initlative of GLIK
deaigned far the
riverine and char
students of Galbandha
district theough which
500 students (male and
fernale) will get sokar
light faclliities (lamp) to
continue thedr studies.
Studenis of ascondany

schools will get priority and the supports will ba
extanded stage by stage to different sscondary
schools located at different chars and rivering
araas of Gaibandha district.




Barrier Free Access

Tha project accomplished accassibillty work for 20
schools with subsequent mesating with SMC and
teachers. To make SaASY AcCoHES FAMPS Wors
constructed accordingly in those achoals following
minimum  standard along with enlarging the
antrance especially for the wheslchair users. In
addition, the adaptation and construction works
are being accomplished which includes toilst
adaplation, black board aextended in an
appropriata leveal to reach by children of different
heights, contrasi border colofing for the childran
with bow wvision, classroom pdatforms adapied for
whaalchair access, leveling of playground,

improved lighting and accassible water and

1

sanitation facilities,

Moreower, the project accomplished accessibility
work far 3 schools covaering ramp in 2 and railing in
1 by the supporte of related UPs wherea GUK
provided technical supporis, Children  with
digabilities (CWDs), non-disabled peers, parents
and teachers are enjoying inclusive education
anvironment.

Strategic Workshop on Climate Change
Way Forward for Agriculture, Fishery and
Livestock Sector

Gana Unnayanm Kendra (GSUK) organized a
strategic workshop 1o address the impact of
dlimate change finding out the alternative way for
agricultune, fishery and [hwesiock on Febrsary 06,
2013 at GUK training center under Resilience
Improvemant of Vulnerable Extreme Riparian
{RIWVER]) Project supported by Christian Ald wheare
reprasentatives from district leval govemmant
agriculture, fishery and livesiock department, char
poople, journalist, GUK and eivil society
participated. Tha workshop was presided over by
Mr. Gobinda Lal Das, President of Gaibandha
Press Club and also addressed among by others
Mir Abdur Razzak, DD, District Agricultural
Exiension Department, Mr. Abul Hasem, District
Livastock OMMcar, Gaibandha, Mr, ASM Rashadul
Haq, Fishary Officer, Abu Jafor Sabu, General
Secrelary of Gaibandha Press Club, Mr Jalal
Uddin and Abdus Sabur Sarker, Chairmen of
Fazlupur and Fulchari Union Parishad, GUK
reprasentatives Rehana Begum, Kamrul Hasan
Jilani and Prolima Chakrabarty, Tha workshop

emphasized to address the effects of climate
change thal degrading the life and livelihoods of
tha people espacially who are living in river basin
and char areas. On the other hand, they are alsa
daprived from the basic services from govemment
and non-governmen! serdoce provision. Finally
based on in-depth discussion of the paricipants a
sirategic papers have been developed (o reduce
tha loss and sufferings caused by the mpact of
climale change.

Workshop on Humanitarianm Accountability
Partnership [HAP)

Gana Unnayan Kenrda (GUK) organized
Workshop  on Humanitarian  Accountability
Partmership {HAP) on February 23, 2013 at tha
central training venue of GUK by the cordial
essistance of Christian Aid Bangladesh. Thae
workshop addressed he commilment lowards
faimass, transparency, accountability by ensuring
an efficiant and effective complainl management
systern and in promoting 8 culture of continuous
improvement.

AL the outsel M. Abdus Salam, Chial Exacutive of
GUK started the session by giving thanks to all
and informed that organization is going lo uphold
the parinership with humanitarian accountability
incorporating into the Human Resource Policy
raflacting s essence in all affairs.
Harun-or-Raghid, facilitator and focal person of
HAF also etendis thanks fo all the parlicipanis
and exposes the objective of the workshop. Ha
utierad need of opan opinion for incorporating as
well as strenglhening humanitarian accountabyility
parinership appraach in all nterventions within the
organization. In the coursa, delailed discussion
hawve besn mede about the basic slements of
Accountability Frame Work including information
sharing, weasy accessibility of information,
complaint of response in all spheres of program
intearvantion. The workshop also emphasized upon
righl based and people cenlered approach for
Human Development Advocacy (HDA) as integral
part of HAP. Aflerwards, group works, brain
storming and subsaguent presentation hawve beean
placed o accumulale every one's opinion and
response. In this respect, 3 Unions being piloted
under this project in order 1o reach the largeled
goal and the discussion of the workshop came to
an end fruitfully.



